
    2003 – News &  Announcements 
11/15/2003 – MIS fully operational at MLOSB, Meadow Lake, 
Saskatchewan 
Meadow Lake OSB Limited Partnership commissioned Hinz to develop a Management 
Information System for their new Oriented Strand Board plant located in Meadow Lake, 
Saskatchewan. The Management Information System (MIS) is now fully operational as it 
continuously and automatically records over 350 process parameters from the entire plant 
as the board is being produced. This recorded information is used to generate over 20 
reports that are used to gauge the efficiency of the process and the level of production. 
The Downtime Analysis report as an example, allows the mill personnel to quickly 
identify problem areas in the plant. According to Ricardo Hillmann, Plant Manager, "The 
MIS system provides us with a means of accurately and consistently tracking the 
performance of the plant." 

 
 

10/24/2003 – Prince Rupert Grain Ltd. control upgrades on time and 
budget 
Prince Rupert Grain Ltd. (PRG) was opened in 1985 to improve Canada's ability to 
export grain and oilseed. The terminal is the Nation's largest and most efficient exporter 
on the west coast. It has an annual export capacity in excess of five million tones. Prince 



Rupert is the most western deep sea port in Canada and has the third largest natural ice 
free harbor in the word. 
 

 
 
The workhorse Allen Bradley PLC3 control system in the terminal is rapidly reaching 
end of life and needs to be retired. With more than fifteen thousand I/O connected to the 
PLC3s via Data Highway and communications to the plants VAX business computer and 
the HMI system this would be a complex task. Hinz Automation was chosen to handle 
this task due to our ability to meet the uptime requirements of the client as well as our 
recognized leadership position as a Rockwell Solution Provider. Hinz Automation Inc. 
completed Phase 1 of this control upgrade on time and on budget in September 2003. 
Plans are well underway for the remaining phases of this conversion which will be staged 
over the next year in order to ensure maximum uptime for our client and their customers. 
 

09/30/2003 – Hinz Awarded Aquila River Plant Automation Project 
Hinz Automation Inc., with offices located in the United States and Canada, is pleased to 
announce our involvement in the recent Automation Upgrade of the Aquila Networks 
Canada Generation Plants in British Columbia. 
 
In British Columbia, Aquila Networks Canada serves the South-Central interior of the 
province, traversing three mountain ranges, drawing from four company-owned 
hydroelectric plants with over 6,000 kilometers of transmission and distribution lines. 
Hinz Automation is supplying three of the four generation plants with Plant Control 
Systems comprised of Modicon Quantum PLCxs and Remote IO. As well as supplying 



the Plant Control System, Hinz is providing the communication systems in each of the 
plants which will allow operation either locally or remotely through Aquilaxs offsite 
communication control center. Hinz is designing and supplying all communication and 
control system equipment, as well as programming the PLCxs and configuring additional 
HMI graphics for the existing Intellution Fix software. 
 

09/11/2003 – Hinz Awarded Alyeska Pipeline Preliminary Engineering 
Project 
Hinz Automation Inc., with offices located in the United States and Canada, is proud to 
announce that we have been awarded the preliminary engineering scope of the Trans 
Alaska Pipeline System Strategic Reconfiguration Program. 
 

 
Scope of work for Hinz includes the automation of the newly reconfigured pump stations 
as well as supporting efforts in automation and electrif ication on the remaining sites. 
Preliminary engineering efforts on this phase of the project are scheduled to be completed 
this Fall. 
 



09/09/2003 – Hinz Awarded Luscar Coal Dryer Project 
Luscar Ltd.xs Bienfait Mine in southern Saskatchewan has awarded Hinz a contract to 
design the controls and electrical systems for their new coal pre-dryer project. 
The Saskatoon office of Hinz Automation Inc. has been retained for this project to 
implement our proprietary xMassf low Compensated Controlx strategy on the new 
system. This has allowed the removal from the project of a 100-ton capacity fireproof 
surge bin and its associated equipment, resulting in signif icant savings in the capital cost 
of the project. This advanced control strategy is being implemented without significant 
changes to the existing controls system hardware since it can be done in the Allen-
Bradley PLC-5 controller already on site. Additional IO is being added to control the 
dryer with the same strategy. 
 
The xMassf low Compensated Controlx strategy has been developed by Hinz Engineers to 
address control problems for processes with long transport delays. In these circumstances 
traditional PID control loops are incapable of maintaining both tight control and system 
stability. The best that can be expected with PID loops is a very xlooselyx tuned system 
which is incapable of reacting quickly to changes or disturbances in the process. Our 
proprietary strategy has been developed to allow instant response to changes in the 
process while still remaining stable. 
 

08/21/2003 – First board pressed at Meadow Lake OSB Limited 
Partnership 
Right on schedule! The first OSB board was pressed on August 21, 2003 at the 
MEADOW LAKE OSB plant located in Meadow Lake, Saskatchewan. Not only was the 
project on schedule, it beat the previous best installation/start up record. The previous 
best record was 14 months; this project was completed in 13 months. Hinz played a major 
role in the commissioning of the plant. Hinz was responsible for commissioning the 
power distribution system which included a 230/25KV, 15 MVA substation, the process 
and administrative Ethernet systems, the plant wide ControlNet system and the MCC's 
c/w starters and VFD's that were being controlled by the DeviceNet system. In addition, 
Hinz was responsible for commissioning the PLC programs for the woodroom, the 
blending system, the pneumatic conveying system and the plant process water system. 
 



 

07/23/2003 – Hinz Houston Office has moved  
Effective immediately, the Hinz off ice in Houston, TX has relocated to improved 
facilities.  
 

06/25/2003 – Hinz Awarded Northern Natural Gas Facil ity Upgrade  
Northern Natural Gas has awarded a contract to Hinz Automation to upgrade the 
processes at the Garner LNG Iowa facility from their existing Fisher Rosemount RS3 
System to a Wonderware HMI and Allen Bradley ControlLogix conf iguration. Hinz 
Automation and Northern Natural Gas completed a first phase of this work in 2001 and 
this contract will complete the conversion of the existing technology to the platforms in 
2003. 



 
 
Northern Natural Gas is based in Omaha, Nebraska and operates an interstate natural gas 
pipeline extending from the Permian Basin in Texas, to the upper Midwest. Hinz 
Automation is an engineering firm providing automation and system integration services 
to a variety of industries. The Hinz Burnsville office will be performing this work for 
Northern Natural Gas and Sergei Kouznetsov will be the lead engineer for the project. 
 

06/23/2003 – SAIT student presented with 2002/2003 Hinz Automation 
Inc. Award 
We are pleased to announce the 2002/2003 recipient of the SAIT Hinz Automation Inc. 
Award. 
 

 
 



This year’s award was presented to Ryan MacDonald. Congratulations Ryan! 
Hinz annually provides this financial award to SAIT (Southern Alberta Institute of 
Technology) to the top achieving student in the Electrical Engineering Technology 
program. 

 

 
 

06/06/2003 – SCADA upgrade for Unocal 's Cook Inlet Pipeline system 
Phase 2 completed on schedule 
Cook Inlet Pipeline is part of Unocal Midstream & Trade, which operates over 14,000 
miles (22,400 km) of pipelines that transport crude oil, refined petroleum products, and 
natural gas throughout the United States. Cook Inlet Pipe Line operates a crude oil 
pipeline in Alaska, gathering oil from platforms in the inlet to facilities at Drift River 
terminal. Ships are loaded at the Drift River terminal for transportation of the oil across 
the inlet. 
 
The SCADA Upgrade project consists of work to be completed over three phases. Phase 
1 involves the installation of a SCADA Ethernet network including PLC Ethernet 
modules. New radio equipment will also be installed which serve as the SCADA Ethernet 
backbone. Phase 2 includes the installation of new SCADA hosts, based on Wonderware 
Version 7.11. Two Wonderware nodes will be installed and configured to be fully 
capable of independently polling the field, but under normal circumstances, the nodes 
will share data. Numerous additional improvements to the system will be implemented, 
including Scraper Tracking and support for EFAxs LeakNet system. Phase 3 will include 
the interfacing of EFAxs LeakNet Pipeline Leak Detection to the SCADA system. 

05/14/2003 – Hinz Automation meets Equitable Resources SCADA 
project schedule 
Hinz Automation has been selected by Equitable Resources of Pittsburgh, Pa to provide a 
fully integrated SCADA system for their Utilities and Production systems. 
 
Equitable Resources is an integrated energy company providing the US Appalachian area 
natural-gas supply, natural-gas transmission and distribution, and energy-management 
services. Equitable Resources consists of three business segments: Equitable Utilities, 
Equitable Production and Noresco. Equitable Utilities provides gas and gas-related 
services to more than 270,000 customers. Equitable Production is the largest natural gas 
supplier in the Appalachian basin with reserves in excess of 2.0 trill ion cubic feet. 
Hinz Automationxs scope for the project includes all Project Management, Design, 
Integration, and Installation of a Telvent OASyS SCADA Host (formally Metso 
Automation). The SCADA system consists of a Main Control Center, a Backup Control 
center in Pennsylvania and a Production Control Center in West Virginia. The system 



will control and monitor the entire Utilities pipeline and compression facilities and the 
LDC system supplying gas to the City of Pittsburgh and surrounding area. The 
Production system monitors all gas gathering and field compression facilities providing 
gas to the Utilities division. 
 
This project has a very aggressive schedule that Hinz Automation committed to meet. 
From contract signing to Phase 1 install (the Production Control Center) was only four 
months. The fully conf igured OASyS system was installed before the 2002/2003 heating 
season. Phase one involved configuring 150 remotes (Barton, Eagle, Altech, Mercury) 
spread over 7 district offices using serial dialup sessions through the corporate WAN. 
Phase 2 which involves the Main Control Center for the Utility system (dual redundant 
host, Historian and Web server) has passed FAT and is being installed on schedule for an 
end of March cut over. The Utilities system involves 100 remotes (Eagle, Siemens). 
Phase 2 also involves recombining the Production system and Utility system in to one 
SCADA host. The SCADA system also has a Station OASyS sub master deployed at 
each of the nine compressor stations. 
Phase 3 is the configuration and installation of the Telvent GMAS server. The in service 
date for this phase is end of May 2003. 
 

04/08/2003 – Weyerhaeuser Awards Contract to Hinz Winnipeg 
Hinz Automation Inc. in Winnipeg has been awarded a contract to re-write the control 
software for a Fluidized Bed Hog Fuel Burner at the Kenora, Ontario Trus-Joist plant. 
This brand new Weyerhaeuser facility is a model of modern environmentally-friendly 
engineered wood plants, but the operation of the hog fuel burner has been problematic 
since start up. The bed consists of a layer of fine gravel held in suspension by heated 
forced air. Hog fuel is introduced from several locations and burns either above or within 
the hot gravel. Very tight control is necessary to prevent fusing of the gravel and/or 
clumping of the ash. The present control system does not achieve these requirements. 
Hinz' experience with similar installations and our reputation in the engineered wood 
industry gave Trus-Joist the confidence to award us the project. 
 

04/02/2003 – Introducing Larry Christie, Hinz Senior SCADA BD 
Representative 
Hinz Automation Inc. is very pleased to welcome Mr. Larry Christie to our ranks. Larry 
is joining our SCADA group as a Senior SCADA Business Development representative 
and will be located in our Houston off ice. 
 



 
 
His primary focus is to obtain SCADA projects for the Hinz SCADA group in Calgary. 
Larry will market our SCADA expertise for the North American, South American and 
International SCADA market 
 
He will be focussed on developing large SCADA project opportunities for Oil &  Gas 
pipelines, as well as SCADA projects for other industries or utilities such as power 
utilities or regional utilities districts and water and wastewater projects. 
Larry is a graduate of The University of Calgary and joins us with over 22 years of 
SCADA experience, including excellent knowledge on sales of large SCADA host 
projects. 
 
Please introduce yourself to Larry. He may be reached at: 
Phone: (281) 582-8884 
Fax: (281) 582-8885 
E-Mail: Larry.Christie@usa.hinz.com 
 
With such recent successful projects as Unocal, Equitable, Conoco, Alliance and Kinder 
Morgan, etc. Hinz Automation Inc. has a very respected name in the SCADA integration 
marketplace. We will continue our success with the addition of top flight representatives 
such as Larry Christie. 
 

03/11/2003 – Unocal Whitecap SCADA Project goes into service on 
schedule 
Unocal Midstream & Trade, operates over 14,000 miles (22,400 km) of pipelines that 
transport crude oil, refined petroleum products, and natural gas throughout the United 
States. Unocal Pipeline, part of UMT, selected Hinz Automation to provide a new 
SCADA Master System which is now installed at Unocalxs Beaumont Terminal in 
Nederland, Texas. The new system was installed on schedule to meet a requirement 
where the old existing system was taken off line January 1, 2003. 



The new SCADA Master provides operation of the Whitecap, UPC Offshore and Ship 
Shoal 266 pipelines. A recent addition of the Forked Island Gathering System was 
commissioned at the beginning of February. The main pipeline involved is the Whitecap 
Pipeline in the Gulf of Mexico which is a crude oil gathering pipeline that typically 
carries 58,000 barrels of crude oil per day. The UPC Offshore pipeline carries 9,270 
barrels of crude oil, while the Ship Shoal 266 typically carries 1,860 barrels of crude oil 
per day. Unocal's Forked Island Terminal, at the terminus of the Forked Island Gathering 
System, is a major barge loading facility in Southwest Louisiana. 
 
Hinz Automation supplied all hardware, software, and services for the new SCADA 
Master Station project. The primary SCADA function is to provide data acquisition, 
alarm and event management, history collection, and reporting. The SCADA Master 
software is Wonderware FactorySuite's. InTouch V. 7.11, InSQL V. 8.0 and 
ActiveFactory 3.2.1. Multiple instances of InTouch will supported through one InTouch 
running on the console with other copies of the InTouch application running through 
Terminal Services. SCADAlarm version 5.0 is being utilized for the automatic call out 
system. 
 
The system configuration is comprised of networked dual servers with manual fail over. 
The SCADA Master system will communicate with the remotes using a private satellite 
system from Hughes Network Systems. The master earth station hub is in Los Angeles. 
Dial backup to the Hughes California Hub will be used in the event of loss of the satellite 
link to the SCADA Beaumont Control Center. The Unocal Pipeline system includes 
thirty two remote Valmet Micro/1C RTUs and Allen-Bradley PLC5/SLC PLCs. 
 
 

03/03/2003 – Hinz Presents at GE Users Conference 
Vince Solari of the Hinz Kooteney office enlightened the group at the GE Users 
Conference held in Banff, Alberta on February 25th. The presentation focused on the 
Keenleyside Power project located near Castlegar British Columbia. 



 
 
Hinz was contracted to develop the plant control system as well as the protection and 
control scheme for the new power plant. The paper reviewed the history of the project as 
well as the GE equipment utilized in the project. Four redundant PLC schemes were 
employed as well as an extensive fiber optic network throughout the facility. Redundant 
Cimplicity HMI's were implemented for operator control of the system including long 
term data storage and trending. Plant Control Switchboards were installed which provide 
for manual control of the station and contain the protection and relay system with 
monitoring and display for relay configuration, alarm reporting, disturbance fault and 
sequence of events recording. The project was successfully completed earlier this year. 
 

02/21/2003 – Hinz Technology Showcase:  Mobile Vehicle Applications 
Do you have a fleet of vehicles that either pick up or deliver product to a variety of 
customers? 
Do you have difficulty reconciling the planned deliveries with the actual? 
Would you like to have an automated billing system? 
We have the solution: 
 
Utilizing Microsoft SQL Server as an interface to corporate accounting systems, 
ruggedized notebook computers and small programmable controllers (for control of the 
truck operation), we have answered all of these questions. Using technologies such as 
disconnected data sets, ADO.net, Visual Studio, and IEEE 802.11b wireless LAN 
technology we have the solution on the road, so to speak. 
Watch our website for upcoming details. 
 



02/11/2003 – Hinz Winnipeg Awarded Manitoba Hydro Contract 
Hinz has been awarded a three-year General Services Contract by the Generation Projects 
Division of Manitoba Hydro. The Winnipeg off ice had been awarded the contract when it 
was last bid three years ago. This is a vote of confidence by Manitoba Hydro in Hinz 
Automation and we look forward to continuing our close relationship with Hydro. 
 

 
 
The contract establishes Hinz Automation as a partner with Hydro's engineering 
department. With the present plans Hydro has to increase their generation and 
transmission capacity we anticipate an exciting three years. 
 
 
01/22/2003 – Hinz Awarded City of Escondido Hale Avenue Resource 
Recovery Facil ity (HARRF) Phase II  
Hinz Automation Inc. in San Diego has been awarded the Automation and Controls 
portion of the City of Escondidoxs Hale Avenue Resource Recovery Facility (HARRF) 
upgrading the existing treatment facility. 
 
The Phase II upgrade of the HARRF facility will include the construction of the grit 
chamber and headworks, two secondary clarifiers and sludge pump station, secondary 
effluent pump station, tertiary filters, ultraviolet disinfection facilities, recycled water 
pump station, grit screening roll-off building, chemical feed building, and new power 
building. 



 
The control system for Phase II will consist of four (4) PLCxs and OITxs in the field 
communicating with a master SCADA system in the control room. Hinz will test and 
commission and train City of Escondido Staff in operation of new SCADA system. 
 

01/20/2003 – Hinz Awarded Gasaducto Bajanorte Pipeline through 
Sempra International in San Diego California  
Sempra International owns and operates a 135 mile gas pipeline supplying gas to 
Mexicali to two customers, one with a single generator and the other with two generator 
units and on its western end the pipeline operates a compressor station in Rosarito 
Mexico 
Hinz Automation Inc. was contracted to perform a high-level study to help address and 
coordinate the automation-related issues between Bajanorte and PG&Exs North Baja 
Pipeline. Both pipelines utilize the same master SCADA system which will be installed 
and commissioned by Hinz Automation Inc. Hinz will design, supply, test and 
commission the SCADA system for the entire pipeline including letdown and compressor 
stations as well as train its operators in the use of the SCADA system. 
 

01/07/2003 – Hinz Enters into Agreement with BOC Edwards  
Hinz Automation Inc. Minneapolis has f inalized a Partner Services Agreement with BOC 
Edwards Chemical Management Division located in Chanhassen Minnesota. The 
agreement is to provide contract integration services for the software engineering team 
that supplies chemical monitoring and distribution systems for the semiconductor 
industry worldwide. To enable BOC Edwards to respond to peak demand from chip 
makers in this historically cyclical industry, additional resources provided by Hinz 
Automation will include controls and automation contracting services as well as on-site 
personnel from the Minneapolis off ice. 
 

01/01/2003 – Hinz Awarded Rutherford Creek Power Project  
Rutherford Creek Power Ltd. is a private, B.C.-based company, formed specifically to 
develop this run-of-river hydroelectric project. Rutherford Creek Power Ltd. has selected 
Peter Kiewit Sons to provide their services as an EPC contractor, who in turn have 
enlisted the services of Hinz Automation to provide all electrical engineering and design 
services for the powerhouse, switchyard, and intake system. 
 
The Rutherford Creek Project is a small-scale, run-of-river hydroelectric development. 
The project will be comprised of a 9 km buried pipeline diverting water to the new 
powerhouse and switchyard, which will house two (2) 25 megawatt generators. This 
privately owned project will generate enough electricity annually to meet the needs of 
about 7,000 households, and to offset between 70,000 and 130,000 tonnes of C02. 
Hinz Automation will also design, supply, test and commission all protection and control 
systems for the plant. This will include, but not be limited to, the plant PLC and HMI 



Graphics, field remote IO Panels, protective relays for both generators and all control 
system configuration and programming. 
 
Hinz has extensive experience in the Utility industry, with well over 25 years experience 
with different utility companies across Canada. The design phase of the project is already 
underway with commissioning taking place in the late part of 2003. Commercial 
operation is expected to take place in the spring of 2004. 


